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Abstract

The Early—Late Cretaceous transition marked an interval of significant restructuring in marine fau-
nas, affecting various clades of tetrapods. The once-dominant thalattosuchians, ichthyosaurs, and
pliosaurids became extinct. In turn, mosasauroids, elasmosaurids, and polycotylids diversified and
flourished (Madzia and Cau, 2020). Polycotylids, in particular, experienced a burst of disparity ear-
ly in the Late Cretaceous, colonizing new niches and increasing their ecological diversity. They are
known from marine deposits across both the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. However, despite
their growing representation in Upper Cretaceous strata, the geographic distribution and preserva-
tion of polycotylid fossils remain uneven. For example, while the polycotylid record from the West-
ern Interior Basin of North America comprises rich and diverse assemblages of well-preserved
specimens, remains recovered in Europe are typically scarce, often represented by isolated ele-
ments, and usually too fragmentary to be interpreted in sufficient detail, although some notable ex-
ceptions exist. Here, we report the rediscovery of a partial plesiosaur postcranial skeleton from the
upper Turonian of Tiebovice, Pardubice Region, Czechia. Discovered in 1932 and briefly described
in January 1939 (Augusta and Soukup, 1939), it comprises parts of the cervical and dorsal series, a
partial left ischium and several other girdle fragments, along with incomplete metapodials and pha-
langes, dorsal rib fragments, and some indeterminate elements. Although lacking most of the skele-
ton, the specimen clearly represents a polycotylid, likely a polycotyline. It is by far the best-
preserved plesiosaur specimen from the Czech Republic and one of the best-preserved polycotylids
from Europe outside Russia.
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